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FDO’s Mellor 
Receives Award 


Public recognition for excellence 
of service is often the most valued 
of awards. It is through this process 
that BLM employees receive credit 
for their achievements in the public 
forum. 


Jack Mellor, who has been with 
the Fairbanks District for nearly 
four years, has recently received 
the 1982 Mapping Award at the 
annual Alaska Surveying and 
Mapping Conference held in 
Anchorage. Co-sponsored by the 
American Society of Photogram- 
metry, the award was given by ASP 
to commend Jack on his work to 
compile lake data from satellite 
sensors. 


Jack works as a Natural Resource 
Specialist/Limnologist in the treeless 
and barren National Petroleum 
Reserve, an area with countless 
lakes and streams. Because of 
intense industry interest in the 
area for oil and gas development, 
BLM monitors are required to pro- 


vide close surveillance on seismic’ 


and other related activities. Seismic 
lines and exploratory wells close 
to lakes have to meet strict require- 
ments to protect the fisheries and 
wildlife in the area. The large 
number of lakes presents a huge 
and expensive work-load for the 
NPR-A team. 


For the past several years, Jack 
has been developing an innovative 
program to gather the necessary 
data from satellite imagery. Jack’s 
computer system utilizes digital 


Landsat Satellite data to produce 
a file of lake characteristices such as 
geographic location, area, peri- 
meter, and shoreline development 
and provides for storage and 
retrieval of this and codicillary 
data. In addition, a technique 
using SLAR or Side Looking Air- 
borne Radar is being used to make 
an image without the use of light. 
The SLAR image of lakes provide 
information on the presence or 
absence of winter water supplies 
and basin depth contours. The two 
remote-sensing techniques in com- 
bination with knowledge about 
regional lake resources may be used 
to estimate chemical, bilogical and 
physical characteristics of a lake. 
Permit requests that used to require 
summer lake assessments can be 
processed during the winter or with 
a reduced summer field effort. It 
is hoped that in the future, field 
work can be largely replaced by the 
remote-sensing interpretation meth- 
ods Jack has been working on. 


In addition to the practical uses 
and potential cost savings to the 
BLM, Jack has been working toward 
his Ph.D. with the University of 
Alaska using the NPR-A data. His 
close working association with the 
University and the ASP lead to the 
award. Jack’s work has also gained 
him the recognition of may others 
in his field of work including the 
Canadians. Besides the busy regime 
of his job. Jack also finds time for 
a wide variety of sports including 
racquetball, biking and scuba diving. 


Have News? 


Alaska People 
wants to hg 
hear from you. 


Contact your 
Public Affairs 
Office. 
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Summary 
Motion Filed 
In COLA Suit 


A motion for summary judge- 
ment was filed against the Office of 
Personnel Management in U.S. Dis- 
trict Court on January 26 by attor- 
neys representing Anchorage feder- 
al employees. The motion asks for 
the return of the Cost of Living 
Allowance which was reduced by 
OPM after surveys in 1980 and 
1981. 


The inch-thick brief cited several 
instances where OPM acted con- 
trary to the original executive order 
which established COLA in Alaska 
and other non-continental U.S. lo- 
cations. The brief contends that 
OPM used unfair methods-such as 
comparing the price of wool suits 
versus synthetic ones-to justify low- 
ering the COLA. 


According to Bob Mullendore, 
attorney for the COLA Steering 
Committee, most federal employees 
in Alaska buy synthetic suits be- 
cause they can’t afford the more 
expensive wool ones. Federal em- 
ployees in Washington, D.C., with a 
28 percent lower cost of living, buy 
more wool suits. When OPM ana- 
lysts compared the price of a suit in 
Anchorage (synthetic) to a suit in 
Washington, D.C. (wool), they 
found the Anchorage suit cheaper 
and concluded that clothing costs 
11 percent cheaper in Anchorage. 
Other conclusions in the OPM re- 
port were that housing in Anchor- 
age was 34 percent more expensive 
in Anchorage than in Washington, 
D.C. when actual rates are 40 to 
50 percent more. 


Bill Lowe Retires 


Bill Lowe, ASO Management Ser- 
“vices, became the latest leaf to fall 
from the “Last Leaf Club.” 


Bill retired from BLM on Feb- 
ruary 14 after 21 years. A farewell 
luncheon held on February 10 was 
attended by about 157 old friends 
and co-workers. 


The “Last Leaf Club” is a com- 
posed of BLMers who have been 
serving continuously in Alaska prior 
to 1961. 


Members of the club, in order of 
seniority, are: 1947, “Gus” Gusta- 
fson; 1950, Bob Pickering; 1953, 
Ed Guin; 1957, John Merrick and 
Cark> Jeglum;. 31956, sherm= Berg: 
1959, John Baldessari, Val Cacy, 
. Bob Hampson, Jim Tyer and Fred 
Ward; 1960, Julie Gibbons, Ginny 
Main and Pat Lillian; and 1961, 
Jaunita Randolph and _ Wallace 
“Duck” Smith. 


In The Federal Building 


AIRPORT DISPLAY TO BE REVAMPED 


Do you have a photo of that huge grizzly you ran into last summer? ‘Or 
how about the photos of that.set of rapids that you ran over the Fourth of 
July? | 


Public Affairs is updating BLM’s dsiplay at the Anchorage International 
Airport and could use those photos. So, if you have a photo that you’d 
like the world to see, send it to Robin Cacy, ASO Public Affairs. If it is 
selected,.we’ll. blow it up and use it in the display. Both slides and prints 
will be considered. Please include the negative if you submit prints. All 
photos and negatives will be well cared for.and returned after duplication. 


So, if you have some good shots of Alaska, let us see’em. We know that 
there are some great photographers out there. 


EEO CAN CURE THOSE SF 171 BLUES 


Getting ready to update your SF 171? Would you like to learn how to 
make your 171 work for you? If you would, EEO has a deal for you. 


The EEO staff.is considering a class on preparation of the SF [Pepe he 
you are interested, let the EEO staff know. If enough interest is shown, a 


class will be held. 


"PRE-RETIREMENT" SEMINARS BEING HELD 


The Anchorage Federal Executive Association is holding a series of 
two—day “Pre-Retirement” seminars. Employees within five years of 
retirement and their spouses are eligible to attend. 


The seminars, which began in January, will cover retirement benefits, tax 
considerations, health, post-retirement opportunities, investments and 
estate planning and other related topics. 
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Parker Named 
Associate 
Director 


James M. Parker has been named 
Associate Director of BLM by Dir- 
ector Burford. 


Parker is a 20-year veteran of 
BLM and has served in a variety of 
positions. He began his career in 
1960 as a management analyst and 
moved through the organization to 
become Chief of the Division of 
Management Research from 1974 
to 1977. He graduated from Brig- 
ham Young University with a de- 
gree in political science and has 
completed graduate work in gov- 
ment administration at George 
Washington University. 


He replaces Ed Hastey who was 
reassigned as _ California State 
Director, a position he held until 
1980 when he took the number 
two position. 


Neufelder Runs 
In Honolulu Marathon 


A foot stress fracture didn’t stop 
district realty specialist Carl Neu- 
felder from running his second 
Honolulu Marathon in December. 


Although his running time was an 
hour longer than his previous at- 
tempt, the 46-year old runner says 
he took it easy. Carl ran at a lei- 
surely pace for four hours and 37 
minutes while many of the 7,500 
runners were overcome by hot wea- 
ther and humidity. 


Carl slipped on his first pair of 
running shoes six years ago and has 
since run several hundred miles. 
He averages 100 miles a month. 
“T enjoy running because it makes 
me feel good and have a better out- 

-look on life.”’ Carl does caution 
anyone who takes up the sport to 
“take it easy.” 


TRAVEL TIPS trom sato 


The big news this month is the $349 plus tax fares now being offered by 
all airlines in and out of Alaska to many points in the Lower 48 and Ha- 
wail. Depending on the carriers used from Alaska, cities having this spec- 
ial fare are. Albuquerque, Billings, Boise, Butte, Burbank, Denver, Great 
Falls, Honolulu, Houston, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, Orange 
County, Ontario, Palm Springs, Phoenix, Portland, Reno, Sacramento, 
Salt Lake City, San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose, Seattle, Souix Falls, 
Tulsa and Washington, D.C. 


“Ok, if I win, I get the extra 
foot. If you win, you get it.” 


Although there are many rules that apply to these fares, the most impor- 
tant are. 1) Tickets must be purchased 72 hours after confirmation. 


2) Reservations are limited on some airlines but not on others—we encour- 
age that reservations be made as soon as possible. 3) Travel must be com- 
pleted on some airlines by June 15 or 16 while others require that you orig- 
inate your trip by June 16. All travel must be completed within 60 days 
of departure. A stopover may occur in Seattle as well as your outward des- 
tination. No other stopovers are allowed. 4) A fee will be charged for 
changes or refunds on tickets. 


Government contract fares may be the lowest fares for official travel. 
SATO will be happy to make comparisons for you. 


Summer is just around the corner and now is the time to start planning 
for your turnaround trips or vacations. It’ not too early to book Hawaii 
reservations for Christmas. 


ee Ad tot RUMOR -— ce - -  e International fares may 
increase on or around April 1. 


Alaska F2ople is published monthly 
for the employees of the Bureau of 
Land Management and is distributed 
statewide. It is produced by the 
Public Affairs Staff, Alaska State 
Office, LO SGeStreet, Box =13; 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513. Phone 
(907)271-5555. 


George Gurr, Chief, Public Affairs 
Robin Lee Cacy, Editor 
Xenia Hough, Typesetter 


COMING 
AN 
GOING 


BLM-Alaska bids goodbye to the 
folks who’ve left us the last couple 
of months. 


Jane Keith, Clerk-Typist at FDO 

Jack Stanford, Warehouse worker 
at ADO 

Randall Kurth, Geologist at ADO’s 
Glennallen office 


Carol Holstrom, Clerk in ASO’s 
Management Services 

Margie Clute, Clerk-Typist at FDO 

Rebecca Grantland, Supervisory 
Clerical Assistant in NPR-A 


Welcome aboard to. 


Kathleen Tamas, Clerk-Typist with 

the Office of Special Projects 
Gerald Wipe, Auto Mechanic at 
FDO 


HAVE A STORY? Let us know 
about it. ALASKA PEOPLE ac- 
cepts stories on all employee activi- 
ties. Send us your ideas. 
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a) emake Pucotiel 


EAGER BEAVER 


Send your news and suggestions to: 


Alaska People Editor 
Office of Public Affairs 
BLM State Office 

701 C Street, Box 13 
Anchorage, AK 99513 


or call, 271-5555. 


